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On Oct. 14 the Foundation for Economic Development Research (Fundacion de Investigaciones
para el Desarrollo Economico-FIDE) in Buenos Aires released the results of a survey on household
income and expenditures. According to FIDE, the cost of socially-defined subsistence for an average
family of "modest income" increased 5.3% relative to the previous month. FIDE's conclusions follow
from a survey of purchases required for the sustenance of an average low-income family, indicating
that such family must spend at 451.63 australes per month. The average working class household
FIDE refers to consists of a married couple with two children residing in a rented flat located in
Greater Buenos Aires, where kitchen and bathroom facilities are shared with other residents. The
adult male is an unskilled worker and is employed in the capital; the adult woman is a housewife,
and the two children attend a neighborhood school. Transportation expenses are included only for
the adult male. It is assumed the family has access to social welfare benefits. As a result, medical
and pharmacy expenses were not included in the minimum expenditures calculations, with the
exception of routine medicines, such as aspirin and anti- biotics. The category imposing the greatest
inflationary effect on household expenses in October is clothing, which FIDE statistics show have
increased 7.8% relative to last month. While the impact of meat prices was less than in previous
months, a significant increment was recorded for vegetables and fruits. (Basic data from NOTICIAS
ARGENTINAS, 10/14/86)
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